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Sir: 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure under 
37 CFR §1.*56, and in accordance with 37 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, 
Applicant (s) , through the undersigned attorney, submits this 
Information Disclosure Statement. No copies of U.S. patents and 
U.S. publications cited on the attached Form PTO-1449 are 
submitted. 

English abstracts for German Patent No, DE 31 41 425 CI, 

German Patent No. DE 32 27 237 CI and WO 84/00498 are attached. WO 

97/34667 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 6,209,904 and WO 

02/087710 Al is equivalent to U.S. Patent Application Publication 

No. U.S. 2004/0140647, Copies of the cited foreign documents are 

enclosed. Please note that no English- language translation of DE 

27 06 111 Al is readily available. However, this document was 

cited in the International Search Report which indicated that the 

reference was cited merely as being indicative of the general state 
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of the art. The Examiner is requested to make these references of 
record in the file of this application. 


The patents and publications listed on Form PTO-144 9 were 


cited in the instant specification, an Office Action in 
a corresponding Austrian patent application, and the International 
Search Report. A copy of the International Search Report is 
enclosed. 


In accordance with 37 CFR §1. 97(c), this Information 


Disclosure Statement is being filed after the period set forth in 
37 CP § 1.97(b), but before the mailing date of either a Final 
Action under 37 CFR § 1.113 or Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR § 
1.311 but before the payment of the Issue Fee. Submitted herewith 
is a Credit Card Payment Form for the fee of $180.00 which is the 
IDS processing fee in 37 CFR § 1.17(p). 
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